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living in States that were in rebellion
against the Union were declared ‘‘for-
ever free’’ and also allowed to join the
military. The year before, Mr. Lincoln
abetted the cause of freedom by forbid-
ding Army officers from returning fugi-
tive slaves and signed a law declaring
the Federal Government would com-
pensate slave owners who freed their
slaves.

Frederick Douglass escaped slavery
and became a leader of the abolitionist
movement. He was a great orator and
writer and after the war he was in-
volved in Reconstruction efforts. His
energies were devoted to helping Amer-
ica truly become a place where all citi-
zens enjoyed liberty. Mr. Douglass once
said, ‘I would unite with anybody to do
right and with nobody to do wrong.”’

In observing Black History month, it
would be impossible to author an ex-
haustive list of all influential African
Americans. Yet one such individual in
recent history stands out: Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. In January, we cele-
brated his achievement of peaceful pro-
test in furthering civil rights for mi-
norities. Dr. King’s accomplishments
represent but a fraction of the positive
impact African Americans have had on
our society.

I also note the United Nations has
proclaimed 2011 the International Year
for People of African Descent. Their
resolution calls for worldwide coopera-
tion to further their full enjoyment of
economic, cultural, social, civil and po-
litical rights, participation in political,
economic, social and cultural aspects
of society and promotion of a greater
knowledge of and respect for their di-
verse heritage and culture.

I agree with these sentiments and
urge Americans to continue to fulfill
the potential of promise that our Na-
tion offers everyone.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CLACKAMAS COMMUNITY
COLLEGE

e Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I am
proud that my home State of Oregon
has so many citizen soldiers and even
prouder of the way we take care of
them. In the world of veterans’ serv-
ices, one real shining light is
Clackamas Community College. I am
delighted today to take this oppor-
tunity to recognize Clackamas Com-
munity College for being selected to re-
ceive the Patriotic Employer Award
from the National Committee for Em-
ployer Support of the Guard and Re-
serve, ESGR. Clackamas Community
College sets an extraordinary example
in its care of our nation’s veterans that
I would hope every institution of high-
er learning could follow. Clackamas
Community College doesn’t just stop at
educating its students. It serves every
member of its community, especially
its veterans.

When servicemembers come back
from the war zone, it takes some ad-
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justing to get back to the routine of
life they left behind when they went to
serve. As anyone who has gone to col-
lege knows, just signing up for classes
or applying for student aid can be a
confusing experience let alone when
you have been out of the university at-
mosphere for a while, fighting in bat-
tle. Clackamas Community College
knows that. That is why it created a
Veterans Education and Training—
VET—Center to serve as a one-stop
shop for students who are veterans.
The VET Center’s staff knows the ins
and outs of veterans’ education bene-
fits, financial aid and every other vet-
erans’ resource and program.

The VET Center is also there for stu-
dent veterans who have a hard time ad-
justing to being back in school after
they have been deployed. The center
serves as a safe haven for the veterans
to talk things out and get help with
problems only another veteran can un-
derstand. A veterans’ club regularly
meets at the VET Center to provide
support and camaraderie for the folks
they see as family—other vets.

Clackamas Community College also
pays the VET Center staff to train col-
lege staff and faculty about issues that
confront student veterans so they are
ready when called upon to help. This
helps create a tremendously supportive
environment campuswide.

Through the VET Center, Clackamas
Community College works to eliminate
obstacles in the admissions process
while making every effort to help vet-
erans earn education credit for their
military service and experience.

Clackamas Community College also
recently joined with the Army Re-
serves to open an Army Strong Com-
munity Center—ASCC—on campus.
This center, which connects military
members and their families with sup-
port resources in the community, is
the first ASCC west of the Mississippi
River.

But Clackamas Community College
does even more. As a leader in its com-
munity, it continues its veterans’ out-
reach outside the campus boundaries.
When nearly 1,500 Oregon National
Guard soldiers were deployed to Iraq,
the college sponsored two Oregon Na-
tional Guard family reunions to sup-
port the families of deployed 41st Bri-
gade soldiers. The college also hosted
two yellow-ribbon reintegration events
that touched the lives of more than
3,800 soldiers and their families.

When the college hosted a veterans
job fair last year, they went above and
beyond the call of duty to host the
largest single veterans’ job fair in the
State. The college found room for 104
employers that were eager to hire vet-
erans, 106 veterans’ services providers
and more than 3,100 veterans. The lo-
gistics were incredible, and they han-
dled them with ease, even providing
lunch and entertainment for the vet-
erans’ families while the veterans job-
hunted.

In recognition of their ongoing ef-
forts, Clackamas Community College
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was one of 20 colleges and universities
to receive a $100,000 grant to serve mili-
tary veterans from the Wal-Mart Foun-
dation and the American Council on
Education. Clackamas Community Col-
lege used the funds to further their ef-
forts to help veterans transition from
military service to college.

As an Oregonian and as their Sen-
ator, I could not be more proud of
Clackamas Community College, its
president, Joanne Truesdell, and the
heroes they serve. Our citizen soldiers
answer the call of our country every
day, and Clackamas Community Col-
lege returns the favor when they come
home. It is my honor to thank them for
their support of Oregon’s veterans.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

———————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MEASURES DISCHARGED

The following bill was discharged
from the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions, and re-
ferred as indicated:

S. 248. A bill to allow an earlier start for
State health care coverage innovation waiv-
ers under the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act; to the Committee on Finance.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-449. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Office of Policy, Economics, and Innovation,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled “Sodium and Potassium salts of N-
alkyl (C8-C18)-beta-iminodipropionic acid;
Exemption from the Requirement of a Toler-
ance’” (FRL No. 8861-9) received in the Office
of the President of the Senate on February 2,
2011; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

EC-450. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
Office of Policy, Economics, and Innovation,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Fludioxonil; Pesticide Tolerances for
Emergency Exemptions” (FRL No. 8859-6) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on February 2, 2011; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

EC-451. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division,
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